[Date]

Re: Vote against carbon capping

 
Dear [Elected Representative’s name & title here:]
 
Our Texas economy needs energy to grow. We certainly need to use our resources wisely and efficiently, however it will still take more energy to grow. With our current high unemployment rate, we need growth more than ever at this time. With 86% of the U.S. energy derived from carbon-based fuels, and the backbone of Texas built by the exploration, production, and refining of oil and natural gas, I urge you to vote against carbon capping.  In fact, it was this exploration and production that has paid for the $8 billion dollar Texas Rainy Day Fund that recently enabled Standard & Poors to improve the credit rating of Texas to AA+ while many other states had their credit ratings slashed due to the economic downturn.

 

Texas Comptroller Susan Combs has done the math and says, “The proposal to regulate greenhouse gas emissions will weigh far more on Texas than other regions. Many studies of the Waxman-Markey legislation show decreased employment and increased energy prices. My office’s initial look at the cap and trade provisions of the bill concluded that Texas could lose 135,000 to 277,000 jobs in 2012. Those losses could increase up to 400,000 by the year 2030. The impact would fall disproportionately on Texas but the legislation’s impact will be felt nationwide as higher costs are passed to every sector of the economy. Congress should stop its rush to pass this legislation without ensuring that its burdens and benefits will flow fairly to everyone. A clean environment is everyone’s goal, but it's rational and appropriate to look at the costs.”

 

The American consumer needs clean, reliable and economical energy so we can remain competitive on an international scale. The US Energy Information Agency forecasts the world’s CO2 output to increase by over 30% by year 2030 with the vast majority of this increase coming from China, Brazil, India, the Middle East, and other Asian countries. All we will be doing by capping our carbon is raising our energy costs and exporting our jobs and industries to these foreign countries that don’t have our high standard of pollution controls nor have our best interests in mind.  Harming our economy will only benefit others, and we will not be making a meaningful difference in the world’s CO2.

 We need all American energy with an emphasis on natural gas to meet America’s energy needs and environmental goals. Cleaner-burning natural gas has the lowest emissions of any fossil fuel and can be used to fuel automobiles and generate electricity using a minimum amount of our water resources. We’re fortunate to have abundant supplies of natural gas with proven reserves extending for more than 100 years. More than 80% of the U.S. exploration is for natural gas, and it’s a home-grown fuel source that is shovel ready, has the infrastructure in place and can be the bridge to future sources of energy. 

 

I ask you to support America and Texas by voting against the punitive energy bills being offered in Congress. If they pass, they will have unintended consequences to our economy, our energy availability, water and land usage. The American consumer needs clean, reliable and economical energy so we can remain competitive on an international scale, grow our economy, and employ our citizens.  

Respectfully submitted,

 

[Your name here]
