
 

 

 

February 25, 2021 

The Honorable Craig Goldman 

Texas House Committee on Energy Resources 

1100 Congress Avenue 

Austin, TX 78701 

Dear Chairman Goldman, 

I am writing to you today as you convene the joint Texas House Energy Resources and State Affairs Committee 

hearing to consider the factors that led to statewide electrical blackouts during the recent unprecedented 

weather event in our great state. Millions of our fellow Texans were left without power, heat, water, and many 

of life’s essentials for days. Though it was heartening to see families and neighbors come together to help those 

in need, it is important that we closely analyze what took place and evaluate what changes are necessary to 

mitigate any future occurrences. 

A close analysis of the data reveals that a reliable supply of natural gas is not just a policy preference; it can be a 

matter of life and death. 

• Natural gas power generation sharply rose to meet the needs of millions of Texans as the snow, ice, and 

freezing temperatures moved across Texas. 

• On February 7, Austin’s high temperature was 70 degrees with a low of 40 degrees, and natural gas 

power generation dipped below 7,000 megawatt-hours, according to data from the U.S. Energy 

Information Administration (EIA).1 

o One week later, as Austin’s low temperature approached single digits2, energy demand rose 

dramatically and natural gas generation spiked to nearly 44,000 megawatt hours – a more than 

500 percent increase from a week earlier.  

• Natural gas met 136 percent of the increase in demand, far more than any other energy source, until the 

extreme cold overcame our state infrastructure’s ability to keep operating. 

• Total hourly energy demand in Texas on February 7 did not reach 43,000 megawatt-hours at any point, 

per EIA data.  

o By February 14, natural gas generation was producing nearly 44,000 megawatt-hours to meet 

demand – about 1,000 megawatt-hours more power than the entire state’s energy demand on 

February 7. 

 
1U.S. Energy Information Administration (2021, February 25, 2021) Hourly Electric Grid Monitor 
https://www.eia.gov/beta/electricity/gridmonitor/expanded-view/electric_overview/balancing_authority/ERCO/GenerationByEnergySource-14/edit 
2 Accuweather (2021, February 25, 2021) Austin Monthly Temperatures https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/austin/78701/february-weather/351193 

https://www.eia.gov/beta/electricity/gridmonitor/expanded-view/electric_overview/balancing_authority/ERCO/GenerationByEnergySource-14/edit
https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/austin/78701/february-weather/351193


• Gas generation declined less than 16 percent from February 14 to February 15. Coal, Nuclear and Wind 

generation also dropped that same day, by 22 percent, 24 percent and 58 percent respectively.  

o But those sources’ drops in megawatt-hours were minor compared to gas, as gas had ramped up 

to provide two-thirds of ERCOT generation at that point. 

• Wind generation declined by 79 percent from February 4 to February 15 as natural gas generation grew 

by 3.5 times over that same period. 

• More than one-third of all Texans3 rely on natural gas as their primary source of home heating. While 

EIA data reflect the surge in natural gas for electricity, they do not capture the increased demand from 

heat to stay warm with their gas-powered furnaces.  

• In 2019, U.S. residential homes used about 5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. Replacing that amount of 

natural gas with electricity would cost American families an additional $113.6 billion annually in 2019 

dollars, according to EIA data and relying on price averages from that year.  

o So, a home that costs $100 to heat in a winter month with natural gas would cost $339 to heat 

with electricity. 

• What these data suggest is the need for more – not less – natural gas supply to meet growing, and at 

times unexpected, demand.  

o Expanding our pipeline infrastructure can help create the additional resilience we need to 

ensure we are better prepared for a future extreme weather event. 

• Critics of natural gas and those who promote natural gas bans willfully ignore the facts: 

o Natural gas provides affordable electricity and heat to millions of Americans.4 

o Our domestic supplies ensure we are energy secure for generations.5 

o Natural gas is helping to lower U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.6 

Without question, changes must be made to ensure surges in demand and frozen infrastructure can no longer 

create a perfect storm that imperils the great people of our state.  

But policies that seek to curb the production of natural gas or make it more difficult to build essential 

infrastructure are sure to put us back in danger when the next storm comes.   

Sincerely, 

 

Ed Longanecker 

President, Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association 

 
3U.S. Energy Information Administration (2020, March 19) State Profile and Energy Estimates.  
https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.php?sid=TX#:~:text=More%20than%20one%2Dthird%20of,lowest%20one%2Dfifth%20of%20states. 
4 U.S. Energy Information Administration (2020, October) Winter Fuels Outlook. https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/special/winter/2020_winter_fuels.pdf 
5 U.S. Energy Information Administration (2021, February 12) Natural gas explained, 
How much natural gas is left. https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/natural-gas/how-much-gas-is-left.php 
6 U.S. Energy Information Administration (2021, February) Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks. 
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/inventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks 


